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Lfq03-001
Professor Fern Kory

English 4903 (001) Sumner 2009 (6 week)

Office Hours: Mon. + Thur. 2 - 3
& by appointment

Office: CH 3365
PhoneNoicemail: 581.6291
*E-mail: fkory@eiu.edu

English 4903: Young Adult Literature
M+T+W+R 3:00- 4:45 in Coleman Hall 3140

Textbook
Literature for Today's Young Adults, 7th edition (2005), ed. Donelson & Nilsen
(supplemented on website at www.ablongman.com/donelson7e)
Trade Books
1994
1997
1998
1999
2001
2002
2005
2006
2006
2007
2007
2008

Am I Blue? (short stories), Marion Bauer (editor)
Twelve Shots (short stories), Harry Mazer (editor) [not on syllabus]
Rules ofthe Road (novel), Joan Bauer
Monster (novel), Walter Dean Myers
A Step from Heaven (novel), An Na
Feed (novel), M.T. Anderson [not on syllabus]
Inexcusable (novel), Chris Lynch
Daisy Kutter: The Last Train (graphic novel), Kazu Kubuishi
American Born Chinese (graphic novel), Gene Yang
The Arrival (graphic novel), Shaun Tan
Absolutely True Diary ofa Part-Time Indian (novel), Sherman Alexie
How They Met (short stories), David Levithan

I

ASSIGNMENTS AND OBJECTIVES

This semester, we will explore a wide range of literary works written for ''young adult" readers
(approximately ages 12-18). Assigned and self-selected readings will include Young Adult
literature in variety of genre and formats, and from a range of time periods and perspectives.
Class discussions, writing assignments, group projects and presentations will focus on critical
analysis of the literary qualities of these works and the rhetorical strategies of their authors and
illustrators. We will also give significant attention to some of the other criteria used by readers
and reviewers to evaluate youth literature, such as reader appeal, developmental appropriateness,
and pedagogical usefulness. And we will consider the ways these works reveal evolving social
attitudes and distinct authorial slants on teenagers and their world, with special attention to those
fictions that have been or continue to be challenged by adult gatekeepers.
By the end of the course, you should have a broader understanding of the field of Young Adult
Literature-where it is going and where it has been-and a working knowledge of the resources
available to professionals (librarians, critics, teachers, scholars) who work with it. If we do this ·
right, you should also read some books you fmd genuinely enjoyable or interesting, and do some
important thinking about adolescent readers, YA literature, and the contexts in which they meet.
Students taking this course for graduate credit* will write a research paper instead oftaking the final exam
*This does not include post-baccalaureate students seeking teacher certification and non-degree students
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I Tentative Schedule of Readings & Assignments
Weekl

M

June 15-18
Introductions +Book Tastin + I st Journal en
Before our next class, introduce yourself-and your chosen book--0n WebCT

T

Read sections of chapter one of Literature for Young Adults-hereafter Lit-pp.
1-9 + 28-35 (you can skim the bits in between); Continue self-selected novel;
*Reminder: make notes injoumal (questions or comments about passages)

w

Read "Stages of Literary Appreciation" in Lit ch. 1, pp. 38-43; Continue novel

R

Finish novel; Bring Monster
Weekly WebCT Post: Monster

**Posts are due by 8:00 p.m. Sunday unless otherwise noted

Week2
M

June22-25
Continue Monster; extra (optional for undergrads): Read "What is Young Adult
Literature?" (1998) by Chris Crowe in English Journal (88.I) [available JSTOR]

T

Finish Monster; Bring Inexcusable

w

Continue Inexcusable

R

Finish Inexcusable; Bring Rules ofthe Road
Weekly WebCT Post: Rules ofthe Road

Week3
M

June 29 + 30, July 1 + 2
Finish Rules of the Road; Bring A Step from Heaven

T

Continue A Step from Heaven; Quest Passage from self-selected novel DUE

w

Finish A Step from Heaven

R

Mid-term Quest; Turn in Journal
Weekly WebCT Post: The Arrival

Week4

M

July 6-9
Read The Arrival+ Begin Daisy Kutter: The Last Train with the help of the
handouts "Graphic Novels 101" and "Reading Lesson" [available on WebCT]

T

Begin American Born Chinese

w

Finish American Born Chinese

R

Begin The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Weekly WebCT Post: The Absolutely True Diary ofa Part-Time Indian
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July 13-16
Finish The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

T

Read "Am I Blue?" plus "Fifty Percent Chance of Lightning" and another story
(your choice) in Am I Blue? Also take a good look at the "paratexts" that
surround these stories. (Paratexts include anything used to frame or package a
work of literature-in this case, everything except the stories in the anthology.
Look at the text and visuals on the front and back covers, the dedication, the
quotes they selected from reviewers and others, the author bios, appendices, etc.)

w

Read "Starbucks Boy" and another story (your choice) from How They Met;
Also read a section of "Pop Culture, YA Lit, Big Business ... " (Lit ch. 3: 77-97)

R

Begin self-selected work
Weekly WebCT Post: Self-selected YA + Quest Topic

Week6
M

July 20-23
Finish self-selected YA; Turn in Journal

T

Presentations

w

Presentations; Bring draft Quest Outline

R

Final Quest (bring Works Cited page to tum in with in-class essay)

/ Brief descriptions of major assignments ...
Reading Journal & WebCTPosts (300 points)
A. You will keep a reading journal class and

B. Each week you will post an analytic response on WebCT
At mid-term and (again) at the end of the course, I will give you a score (up to 150 points) for
your journal & posts that reflects their quality and usefulness as demonstrated by these qualities:

WebCTPosts
• attention to specific (quoted) details from the literary works you are analyzing
• development of ideas-in-progress, which are spelled out as fully & precisely as possible
• use of terms and concepts introduced in lectures, class discussion, and our textbook
• recursiveness ~ exploration of connections between the text you are reading and others,
and willingness to refine your ideas as you accumulate experience and information
• completeness *late posts will be penalized substantially, but deductions for missing posts
will have an even more devastating effect on your score, so it's "better late than never"
Reading Journal
• completeness *late or missing entries will earn substantial deductions
• productively focused responses to in-class and out-of-class prompts
• useful reading notes that include questions or comments about specifics (passages,
illustrations, aspects of style or technique, paratexts ... ) as well as broader issues
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Mid-term Quest (up to 200 points)-Analytic responses to passages+ short answer questions
Presentation (up to 100 points)- You will do a five-minute book-talk on your last self-selected
novel and answer questions about what it adds to our understanding of Young Adult literature
Final Quest* (up to 250 points)-This will be an in-class essay focusing on works read since
mid-term in relation to a theme, technique or issue. Open book. You may bring an outline.
*Graduate Students will turn in a research-enriched paper in lieu of the in-class Final
Participation (up to 150 points) includes contributions to the creation of an atmosphere in which
people are comfortable saying what they think and, in collaboration with classmates, thinking
about what they have said. You should ask-and answer-questions and feel free to question
answers. At a minimum, you should demonstrate your alertness and positive engagement in nonverbal ways, by giving respectful attention to classmates and teacher (not your cell phone or the
great outdoors). Attendance is obviously a prerequisite for positive participation, so if you have
more than two (2) un-excused absences, you will lose I 00 points (one letter grade).

GRADES
Your course grade will be based on the percentage you earn of the 1000 points available.
Note: I will adjust these point values if we add, cancel, or revise any assignments.

Participation and Attendance
Web-CT Posts+ Reading Journal (2 x up to150 points)
Mid-term Quest (up to 200 points)
Presentation/Book Talk (up to 100 points)
Essay Final (undergraduates & post-baccs)
or *Research Paper (graduate students)

The bottom line .•• grades are not curved

= 15%
=30%
=20%
= 10%
=25%

91% & up (910+ points)
81 - 90% (810+)
71 - 80% (710+)
61 - 70% (610+)
60%&below

A
B

c

D
F

RESPONSIBILITIES AND POLICIES
1.) You must complete all major assignments to pass this course. If you are experiencing
temporary difficulties, contact me as soon as you can for help getting back on track.
2.) Plagiarism is using someone else's words, ideas or images in your own work (oral,
written, graphic) without giving appropriate credit to their author. This is a serious
academic offense and could result in a failing grade for the plagiarized assignment or this
course and other university penalties through the Office of Judicial Affairs. At the very
least, papers or presentations with problematic citations will have to be revised before
they can receive a grade. Writing Center consultants can answer questions about
documentation if you drop by (CH 3110) or call (581-5929) for an appointment.
3.) Formal writing assignments should use the latest Ml.A form for layout & documentation.
4.) Students with documented disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services
(581-6583) as soon as possible so we can work out appropriate accommodations.

